After the Shabkadr,  the JChyber-   Excitement grew

intense right on the border line-   The   Afridis caught

the prevailing disease-    It  was felt that |he Mohmand

situation must be cleared  up. Among the Mohmands

were gentlemen in Afghan  uniform.    There were by

now close on 12,000 men in  the   Peshawar area.   The

Khyber had been lost.   General Elles marched  out to

punish all who had infringed their traditions of   neigh-

bourliness.   General Blood  was fain  to    summon his

merry men.     The reserve brigade   under Woodhouse

was moved across the frontier to take the head   of the

spear. Bajaur was still throbbing with excitement* Many

of its clans had taken part at Malakand* The Mohmands

followed up the withdrawing troops into their camp.

Among   many   casualties.    Woodhouse   was   severely

wounded. The onrush of the tribesmen   was lit up by

the firing of star shell.   The fanatics vowed to die. Next

morning the cavalry sallied forth and found   itself in a

hornet's nest.   This resulted   in close   hand-to-hand

struggles.   The mountain   guns were immobile from

heavy losses.   The troops were very critical of the way

they had been led and handled. On September 26, 1897,

the screen for the first time was lifted  from   the inner

recesses of the pleasant Mohmand uplands*   The troops

went into the deepest gorges   and burnt the niches of

the   Mad Mullah.   Tribal towers  and fortified  houses

were destroyed.   They   experienced  no   further brisk

hostilities.

Now the Government made up their minds to cope
with the Afridi invasions. Buner and the Bunerwak
were allowed to stew in their own Juice till the Afridi
fog was finished. The Peshawar Division was thread-
ing the country of wanton tribes. Tribes who had so
wantonly thrown therasehresinto the plains of India.